
http://training.acquia.com/drupalready!

Ready. Set. Drupal!
A quick introduction to the Drupal 8  
out-of-the-box site building experience.



INTRODUCTIONS
What’s this all about?



Fun is Memorable



About you!
→ What other systems have 

you used?
→ What do you know about 

Drupal already?

What’s in your toolbox?"



What we’ll build…

"
"
"

http://training.acquia.com/drupalready"



Step-by-step

http://training.acquia.com/drupalready "

•  Presentations
•  Demos
•  Activities – try it 

yourself!



Ready check!
You will need!
→ A working copy of  

Drupal 8 
→ Acquia Cloud free site 

acquia.com/drupal-8 
→ Ready Set Drupal Manual

Nice to have!
→ Browser inspection tool 

such as Firebug for Firefox, 
or “Developer mode” in 
Chrome.

→ Lorem Ipsum text generator. 

http://training.acquia.com/drupalready "



Task: Drupal 8 – Acquia Cloud
→ Go to acquia.com/drupal-8
→ Choose to try now. 
→ Configure your site 

acquia.com/drupal-8"



Bonus: Local Copy
→ Install Dev Desktop 2
→ Connect locally, securely.

docs.acquia.com/dev-desktop2/install "



2.0 WHAT IS DRUPAL?
Who is using it, and how?



“Webmasters” Saved by PHP



In comes Drupal!
→ Founded by Dries Buytaert in his 

college dorm, circa 2001.
→ CMS: Content management system
→ Popular: 1 out of every 50 websites
→ Flexible: From programmable API to UI 

tools for modeling data and display
→ OSS: Open source software (GPL v 2+)

Photo by Kathleen Murtagh Dries' State of Drupal keynote (CC BY 2.0)"



Many Great Examples

Economist.com, Dev.twitter.com, Whitehouse.gov, The King Center"



Assembling 
Pages  
in Drupal
We’ll look at the 
individual 
components that 
make up a specific 
page in Drupal.

drupal.com/showcases "



Content Management"
Mobile friendly 
administration and 
responsive themes 
out of the box

drupal.com/get-started-with-drupal "



Content Management
→ Inline editing
→ Image management
→ Flexible and fully 

configurable admin.
→ Role-based permissions.



Demo: Admin Orientation

Tasks available at: training.acquia.com/drupalready "

→ Click > paths > start from 
administrative menu 

→ Menu can be docked top 
or side

→ Click “Back to site” to 
see changes 



Task: Get into Your Site
→  Everyone has their site 

installed?
→  If so, try changing your 

site title. 




3.0 DRUPAL 8 STATUS
Release date November 19, 2015



Let’s Go with Drupal 8
→ Completely ready with sites already built
→ Launched November 19, 2015
→ Look at availability of compatible modules

http://drupal.org "



Task: Get Your “d.o” Account
→ Go to Drupal.org
→ Create an account
→ Login!

http://drupal.org "



4.0 THINKING LIKE DRUPAL
Assembling pages



Limited by a Mental Site Map

example.com section

section
page

pagepage

page

Home page
About us

Team
Mission

News
Category
Category

News item 
News item 

Services

Your "mental" 
site map

“Pages” in physical “folders”"



Other CMSs?

This example is Typo3, what is your previous CMS like?"

Page added 
“into” site 
structure"



Drupal.org Showcase
→ Drupal.org is built on D8
→ drupal.com/showcases 



Demo: Add a Page
→ Add a Basic page. 
→ Add link to menu. 
→ Manage menu.



Task: Add a Basic Page
→ Add a “Basic page”.
→ Link from the “Main menu.”
→ Challenge: Manage menu 

or Add an article.



Review
→ Adding content
→ Menu management 

decoupled from adding 
content

Next: Assembling your site in Drupal."
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5.0 THE DRUPAL MAGIC TRICK



Structured Data: Fields

Compare: Which allows for better input and display control?"

In HTML:"
"
Body text"
Tags"
Location"
Media (video, images)"

Title"

Image upload"

Title"

Location"

Tags"

Body text"



Content Types and Fields
Article

Content title

Tips

Content title

Article content. A small 
river named Duden 
flows by their place and 
supplies it with the 
necessary regelialia.

tags tags tags

Tips content. This is a 
great way to pack your 
bags. This is example 
text as an example

http://externallink.com tags tags tags

Content types: Define defaults and add fields (usually)."

Generic Content type settings"
Title!

Author "!
Date published!

Comments!
Menu options!

Revisions!

Article + fields:"
Image!

Body text!
Tags!

Tips + fields:"
Video!

Body text!
Tags!

Link!



Consider Your Design
→ Limit your fields to only what you need to reuse and 

display. 

listlist w/thumbnailthumbnail text w/picture



Example Display Options

a b c

View modes."



Flexibility for Different Conditions

With Drupal, you can reuse content intelligently."

Full page"Front page"



Demo: Adding an Article
→ Go to Content > +Add 

content. 
→ Select article. 
→ Review the form. 

Content > + Add content > Article"



Link Module: Provides a New Field Type

Manage > Structure > Content types > Article > Manage fields"



Structured Input and Display



Demo: Adding a Field
→ Enable Link module.
→ Add a new field to the 

article content type.
→ Test by creating an article. 

Extend > Link module"



Task: Customize Article Content Type
1.  Enable Link module
2.  Add new field to Article 

content type
3.  Test



Review
→ Structuring data input. 
→ How else could you 

validate?
→ What other content 

would you model for this 
site?





Add fields to… "
→ Content types
→ Blocks
→ Comment forms
→ Contact forms
→ Terms
→ Users
→ Any “Content entity types” 

in Drupal 8

You can create your own drupal.org/node/2166447 "



Drupal Entities
Taxonomy termsUsers

E. Webb
Germany

J. Beeman
Spain

adventure

city break

sailing

shopping

city break

Comments

dwight
8  Sept

Wow, can't 
wait to get 
visit. 

joe
8  Sept

Me too!

Content (nodes)
• Pet-friendly holidays 

for the whole family.
• Drum and dance in 

Mali.
• Indian adventure on a 

river boat cruise. 
• Mud baths and hot 

springs of Beppu.
• Hidden Paris by night 

in the winter.

Blocks

Block title

Block text here. 
Some information 
about something. 

http://link123.com 

Contact forms

Subject

Message text field. 

Custom fields as 
needed.



→ Entities are one 
instance of an entity 
type. 

→ Each has a unique ID. 
→ These are examples of 

“Content entities” in 
Drupal. 



 Examples of content entities in Drupal 8."



Block Example
→ Default basic block has one 

body text field. What if you 
want an image and a link?

→ With “Block Types” in 
Drupal 8, you can add fields. 

→ Such as an image or link 
field. 

."



6.0 BUILDING DRUPAL SITES
Get familiar with Drupal lingo



Most sites: Lists of data?
→ Dynamic lists of content
→ Users, members
→ By terms or categories
→ Most popular/

commented

Visit http://opensource.com an example Drupal site."



Views Wizard"
Once you select the base 
table of your query this 
can’t be changed.

Base table (content, user, terms, etc) cannot be changed later."



How to format & display"

What to select & filter"

Views UI



Demo: List of articles
→ Add list of Articles
→ Tab in main menu

Structure > Views > + Add new view"



Task: Create a list of articles
→ Add a view
→ Select options for  

Content type > Article. 
→ Challenge:  

Change display!

Structure > Views > + Add new view"



Review
→ Use Views to list  

content, users, terms, 
comments, etc. 

→ Compare to  examples 
you’ve done in other 
systems/frameworks.

Next: Extending Drupal"



Everything is Configurable



Change the image styles!

You can change the display and even the image styles, crop, etc."



Review
→ Use Views to list content, 

users, terms, comments, 
etc. 

→ Compare to  examples 
you’ve done in other 
systems/frameworks.

Next: Extending Drupal"



7.0 EXTENDING DRUPAL
Customizing your site



What is a theme?
Minimum files you need! Robust example!

Under construction… "



Core Themes
Bartik: Default theme! Stark: Default core markup!

Currently under development."



Outputting “Classy” Markup

Showing output in the Classy base theme."



Review

Drupal theming is a system of overriding."



8.0 WHO IS USING DRUPAL?"


Drupal and the community



Who’s using Drupal?

drupalshowcase.com "



How are they using it?
→ In every industry from 

large sites to small. 
→ In-depth case studies on 

Drupal.org. 

drupal.org/case-studies "



Open Source Software = Community

All photos by Kathleen Murtagh code sprints (CC BY 2.0)"



How big is the community?

Hint: For latest data, check “d.o”"



DrupalCon
→ 1500-3000 attendees

§  5 days of learning and 
collaboration

§  Affordable tickets
§  Scholarships!

→ Q: Where's the next 
DrupalCon? 
 

Hint! association.drupal.org/drupalcon

“Trivia night” Photo by Josef Jerabek (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0) 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/pepej/15451001565/ "



Task: Connect Locally
→ Attend meet-ups
→ DrupalCamps (local 

conferences) 
→ Training – Free Global 

training days and paid 
training.

What is happening next in your area? http://drupical.com "



Task: Search for Modules
→ Search through 

contributed modules.

drupal.org/project/project_module "



getbootstrap.com And webinar: http://bit.ly/trainingboots "



Open Q&A


→ Have any questions that weren’t covered?  
→ Ask them now!



Thank You

Presentation Updated: Nov 2015


